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Source: Guidehouse Rule 21 Interconnection Program Evaluation Report (March 2021)

Interconnection Process Timelines: Guidehouse (2021)

Positive performance on interconnection timelines 
for smaller and solar-only NEM systems.

Interconnection timelines for non-
NEM/NBT and "electrification" systems, 
including standalone storage, microgrid 
solutions, vehicle charging, etc., need 
improvement
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EPIC – DER Interconnection Ideas

Interconnection
• Vast majority of systems that interconnect to the distribution system do not require 

any network upgrades, suggesting that interconnection timelines could improve for 
most projects.

• Opportunities to streamline interconnection of majority of systems must be evaluated.
• Evaluate expanding "notification only" or "instant interconnection" to all customer-

sited "electrification" technologies, including systems that export.

Hosting Capacity
• Integration of ICA distribution system hosting capacity analyses into the DER 

interconnection process is positive.  Continued refinement overtime, supported 

by research and analysis, will be necessary as more electrification 

technologies are energized, and as penetration expands to a greater % of 

load.


